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until the solder, being the most fusible, " runs " or melts,
and the operation is complete. After cooling, the sheet is
rolled out to the required thinness. Plated metal thus pre-
pared is of so good a character from the stoutness of its
gold coating that it may almost be used for the same
purposes as gold itself.

In manufacturing articles from gold-plated metal much
care is needed to prevent the brass from being perceptible
when the article is finished. In order to bring any two
edges of the work together so as to form a perfect junction,
and present only a gold surface, the underlying brass has
to be filed away at the inner angles of each junction, so
that when the article is put together, and properly finished,
even experienced workmen may find it difficult to determine
whether the work is made of gold or plated metal.

Another and very extensively practised branch of cheap
jewellery manufacture consists in what is called " struck "
work. Thin sheet gold alloy of various qualities is struck
by means of a die into any desired form, by which a hollow
shell is obtained; this is then filled by fusing into it a
quantity of silver solder. A corresponding half of the
pattern is treated in the same way; and the two halves,
being brought together and secured in their position
by means of binding wire (thin iron wire), a blow-pipe
flame is applied until the solder runs, when the union is
at once complete, the resulting article having the appear-
ance of solid gold. The old-fashioned watch-seals
were made upon this plan, and doubtless by their ponder-
ousness led their owners to believe that with the seals they
carried much value about their persons. In the course of
time, however, the friction arising from constant use would
wear through the layer of gold, leaving the silver lining